This perspective will be devoted to analysing some of the philosophical aspects of causation and the law. In particular, areas such as distributive justice in the context of the characterisation of risk as damage, societal responses to causation, scientific evidence and risk; and the use of causation as an instrument of policy and social change will be explored.
This event follows several landmark decisions concerning the law of causation in the UK over the last few years, as well as significant developments in Canada, Commonwealth countries and the United States. It is generously sponsored by the Clark Foundation for Legal Education (primary sponsors), the Society of Legal Scholars, the London Chambers of Four New Square, the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency, Simpson and Marwick, the Faculty of Advocates and Stronachs.
"Perspectives on Causation" will attempt to examine the way in which legal doctrine in causation should develop over the next few years in the United Kingdom, and how British law should seek to influence and be influenced by developments in other countries. It will serve as a focal point for the study of this important area of law.
The conference is targeted at legal academics, policy makers in the field, specialist legal practitioners, those in the pharmaceutical and bioscience sectors, physicians and scientists.
A truly international group of speakers have agreed to present papers, which will explore the problems of causation from three linked perspectives, viz:
Doctrinal Law
Major arguments have emerged about how legal doctrine will develop in cases involving indeterminate defendants and evidential gaps in causation. The event will examine the ways in which legal doctrine should develop over the next few years, in particular in England, Scotland, Canada and the United States.
Scientific Evidence
The importance of the role of scientific evidence in the assessment of causation in civil litigation has never been greater. The extent to which such evidence can be admitted and used in causation disputes is controversial. This perspective will therefore be devoted to exploring the role of statistical evidence in resolving causation problems.
